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Report of the Editor
THOMAS E. ANDREOLI, for the Editors
Kidney International, the official Journal of the International
Society of Nephrology, has a series of purposes which confer on it
elements of uniqueness with respect to other journals in the renal
community. First, Kidney International is precisely that, that is,
international. One of our goals is to serve, utilizing the highest
possible editorial standards, the entire renal community. In
practice, this means that, above and beyond rigorous scrutiny of
manuscripts, reviews provide a kind of tutorial for authors,
particularly those from emerging countries. Second, Kidney Inter-
national serves a community which is ecumenical in yet another
respect: the manuscripts submitted to Kidney International are
pleomorphic in nature, ranging from fundamental molecular
biology to applied clinical nephrology.
This Editor's Report summarizes some data pertinent to our
journal up to and including April, 1995. These data are analyzed
in the context of the overall histoty of the journal.
As always, I express my sincere gratitude to four groups of
individuals. First, there are the Associate Editors of Kidney
International: Claude Amiel, Paris; Harry Jacobson, Nashville;
James Knochel, Dallas; and Jan Weening, Amsterdam. These
individuals have been a stellar group of Editors with whom I have
been privileged to work. Second, there are the Consulting Editors
and the Editorial Board. They form the bulwark of setting the
tone and standard for Kidney International. Very importantly,
these individuals take their responsibilities seriously and provide
meticulous reviews not only for manuscripts of high quality but, of
equal importance, for certain manuscripts of marginal quality. In
the latter instance, the reviews have served, in fact, as tutorials. It
is not uncommon, for example, for the Editors to see a manuscript
previously rejected reappear a year or so later, much improved by
the addition of a series of experiments or observations based on
the comments of the Reviewers. Third, I extend my gratitude to
the Executive and Management Committees of the ISN for giving
the Editors, taken collectively, wide degrees of latitude in con-
ducting the affairs of Kidney International. Lastly, on behalf of the
Editors, the Executive Committee and the Management Commit-
tee, I express our thanks to Blackwell Science for its generosity in
supporting Kidney International.
Submitted manuscripts
Figure 1 indicates that the number of manuscript submitted
annually to Kidney International continues to rise. Based on
current projections, it is quite likely that, in 1995, we will have
received 900 original manuscripts.
Table 1 indicates that the ratio of clinically-based manuscripts
1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
Original Manuscripts
Clinical Investigation 294 377 367 474 483 534
Laboratory Investigation 276 276 332 350 344 408
Technical Note 23 31 17 20 26 18
Rapid Communication 12 8 20 21 15 12
Total Original Manuscripts 605 692 736 865 868 972
to laboratory-based manuscripts is slightly in excess of 1. To that
extent Kidney International fulfills its mission of being ecumenical.
Table 2 provides yet another insight into the catholic nature of
Kidney International. Note that, since 1987, the number of manu-
scripts submitted to Kidney International from North America has
nearly doubled. In the same time interval, the number of manu-
scripts submitted to Kidney International from Pacific countries
increased by nearly a factor of 5, while the number of papers
submitted from Europe increased by nearly a factor of 3.
The review process
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Figure 2 shows that the time interval for first review—that is,
the number of calendar days between when a manuscript is
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Fig. 1. The number of original manuscripts submitted annually to Kidney
International. *Projected from 1/1/95 through 4/30/95.
Table 1. Manuscripts submitted: 1990—1995
Projected from 1/1/95—4/30/95
C
A
— rit i r r1
Andreoli: Report of the Editor 2027
Table 2. Original manuscripts by region: Historical perspective
Year 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995a
Australasia 34 55 70 76 110 150 143 173 168
North America 236 257 248 277 331 359 395 387 408
Europe 151 168 175 241 305 326 429 418 441
Projected from 1/1/95—4/30/95
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Fig. 4. The time interval between acceptance and publication of original
manuscnfits. *Based on data from 1/1/95 through 4/30/95.
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Fig. 2. The time interval for first review of original manuscripts. *For the
period 1/1/95 through 4/30/95.
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Fig. 5. The number of original manuscripts published in Kidney Interna-
tional. *Projected from 1/1/95 through 8/31/95.
received and when the editorial office communicates an initial
decision letter to an author—is now slightly less than 40 days. This
time interval of slightly less than 40 days is rather smaller than the
Year
Fig. 3. Manuscript acceptance rate. *Based on data from 1/1/95 through
8/31/95.
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interval of nearly 100 days which the same process occupied in
1987 (Fig. 2).
Figure 3 shows that the acceptance rate for Kidney International
has remained within a fairly narrow range—between approxi-
mately 37% and 40%—since 1984. The single exception to that
was an anomalously low acceptance rate of approximately 33% in
1988. The projected data for 1995 indicate that the acceptance
rate for this year will also be approximately 38%.
Publication
Figure 4 shows that the time interval between acceptance of a
manuscript and publication has remained relatively constant,
slightly greater than 4 months, since 1988. It is particularly
important to note in this regard that, in the coming year, Kidney
International will have moved entirely to electronic publishing.
Our hope, therefore, is that the time interval will be shortened
considerably.
Figure 5 shows, in congruence with the data presented in Figure
1, that the number of original manuscripts published in Kidney
International in 1995 will be a record high, approaching 360
papers.
Table 3 shows that slightly more clinically-based manuscripts,
with respect to laboratory-based manuscripts, will be published in
1995. This result is in keeping with the slightly greater number of
clinically-based manuscripts submitted to Kidney International.
Table 3. Characteristics of original manuscripts accepted
Year Clinical Laboratory
Technical
Note
Rapid
Communication
1988 64 92 6 —
1989 69 124 8 —
1990 86 115 9 8
1991 147 143 14 6
1992 159 142 19 14
1993 194 192 6 14
1994 200 158 14 8
1995 134 161 11 7
Where a manuscript originates from more than one country, all
countries are noted.
a Based on data from 1/1/95—8/31/95
Future directions
As noted above, by January 1996, all manuscripts submitted on
diskettes will be processed electronically. In practical terms, this
means that approximately 98% of the manuscripts submitted to
Kidney International will be processed electronically.
Second, by the end of 1995, the publishers of Kidney Interna-
tional, Blackwell Science, will have a CD-ROM version of Kidney
International available for authors. Thus, this year's version of
Kidney International and all subsequent versions of Kidney Inter-
national will be available both in hard text and in CD-ROM
versions.
